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March 2020 will most probably be captured as the month when Covid-19 pandemic disrupted global
economies, sending people home from their offices and several industrial sites. Once considered only a
trendy initiative, homeworking became a norm for millions of people around the world as a result of the
common efforts to mitigate the virus spread.

In Romania, there are approximately 350,000 people working in modern office buildings, most of them
being located in Bucharest. IT and HR departments made huge efforts to implement homeworking for most
of these employees in a very short period of time in order to maintain the operational activity and reduce
the impact on their business.

This change might produce effects on the long term as well since employees are testing a new way of
working, while companies are experiencing a potential method to reduce their office costs.

In the current survey we have spotted their first impressions in regards to working from home, after an
average isolation period of three weeks, trying to identify the PROs and CONs, as well as their first
conclusions. Their feedback needs to be analyzed on a longer period of time and we plan to repeat this
exercise, based on the lockdown period.

The first conclusion is that saving time and money with commuting between home and office is a major
advantage, but it comes with the cost of social isolation, since virtual communication is unable to replace

the strong bonds created between colleagues.

METHODOLOGY

This report is based on a survey conducted between 2 - 6 of April 2020 on a sample of 211 employees who

worked from home for at least 5 consecutive days due to Covid-19 lockdown.
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Your current employment status is: Where do you live?

mEmployee

Business owner / shareholder mBucharest / lifov

m Other
H Freelancer
36 years is the average age
of the surveyed employees
In what industry do you work? Where do you usually work from?

m Professional Services
H Finance
Real Estate
BT&T m Traditional office
m Energy - Industrial
Media & Advertising Coworking space
H Retail & FMCG

H Other

15 days is the average number of
homeworking days for the surveyed
respondents during Covid-19 lockdown
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What are the main advantages you’ve noticed since you are homeworking?
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Saving time spent Saving money Improved work-life More freedom to More time for rest Improved capacity None
in traffic balance manage working to focus, without
hours office fuss

What are the main disadvantages you’ve noticed since you are homeworking?
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socialization with separating space to work  capacity to focus, managing the feedback
colleagues working time by due to disturbing relation with regarding my
personal time factors inside the clients, (team) activity
house collaborators and
partners
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Overall, how would you describe your homeworking experience? i é
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If you had the possibility to choose the place where you work from, how would you split your working
days in a regular week?

-
0 in office - 5 at home . 3%
0%

5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%

5 in office - O at home

4 in office - 1at home
3 in office - 2 at home
2 in office - 3 at home

1in office - 4 at home

On average:

3.4 days in office 1.6 days at home
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Cushman & Wakefield Echinox, the exclusive affiliate of Cushman & Wakefield in Romania, owned and operated
independently, is a top real estate consulting firm on the local market, operating in all real estate market segments offering
a full range of services to investors, developers, owners and tenants across all real estate market segments.

The Research Department follows the evolution of the real estate market, interprets the important events and anticipates
the trends of the sector. During the last three years, the Research Department has conducted more than 50 customized
reports for local and international investors, banks and European institutions.

Disclaimer

This report should not be relied upon as a basis for entering into transactions without seeking specific, qualified,
professional advice. Whilst facts have been checked, Cushman & Wakefield Echinox shall take no responsibility for any
damage or loss suffered as a result of any inadvertent inaccuracy within this report. Information contained herein should
not, in whole or part, be published, reproduced or referred to without prior approval. Any such reproduction should be
credited to Cushman & Wakefield Echinox.
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40-44 Banul Antonache Street
3rd floor, Bucharest, 15t district, Romania
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